Name ___________________________




Date ________________


A paragraph consists of approximately 6-8 complete sentences.  In order for a paragraph to be complete it must contain the following parts:

1.  A topic sentence states the main idea of the paragraph.  It is often found at the beginning of a paragraph.  The purpose of the topic sentence is to tell the reader what the paragraph will be about.  
2.  Concrete details come after the topic sentence and make up the body of the paragraph.  Details support the main idea of a paragraph.  Details include facts, specifics, examples, descriptions, proof, evidence, quotations, paraphrasing, or plot references from the literature you have read.  Each paragraph consists of two separate details.
3.  Transition words are words that are used to start each concrete detail.  Some common transition words are:  first, next, secondly, then, in addition to, also, lastly, and finally.
4.  A Commentary is a statement that includes your opinion, comment, explanation, interpretation, or observation about the concrete detail.  It is an explanation to show that you understand the literature.  It tells the reader what the author of the text means or how the concrete detail proves the topic sentence.  A commentary includes insight, analysis, interpretation, inference, personal response, evaluation or a reflection about the detail.  The commentary is found after each supporting detail.  It is different from a concrete detail.  Each paragraph consists of two separate commentaries. 
5.  A Concluding sentence sums the paragraph up.  It is the last sentence in a paragraph.  The concluding sentence restates the main idea of the paragraph using different words.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A Chunk consists of one detail paired with one commentary.  Each body paragraph consists of two chunks.
How to write a paragraph (6-8 sentences):
•
Topic Sentence - 



-  Indent the first line of the paragraph



-  Restate the question



-  Start the sentence with the character's name

•
1st Concrete Detail –


-  A detail is a specific fact from the literature



-  Start with a transition word (example: first)

•
1st Commentary -

-  A commentary is your opinion of or comment about the first detail

-  Some phrases or words to include in the commentary are:  "This is important because," This proves that...," "As a result of..."
•
2nd Concrete Detail - 



-  A detail is a specific fact from the literature

-  Start with a transition word (examples: next, then, in addition to, for example, secondly)

•
2nd Commentary -

-  A commentary is your opinion of or comment about the second detail

-  Some phrases or words to include in the commentary are:  "This is important because," This proves that...," "As a result of..."
•
Concluding sentence -



-  Restate the topic sentence



-  Start the sentence with the character's name

Paragraph Writing








