Four Paragraph Essay Writing


	Paragraph 1: Introduction

	· Sentence 1: HOOK- Grab the reader’s attention with an interesting anecdote or fact about the topic. This could also be a general statement about the topic.

· Sentence 2: Re-state the essay question. Be sure to include F.A.T.- format, author, and title

· Sentence 3: Thesis Statement- this is the purpose for your writing. This is what you are trying to prove.







	Paragraphs 2 and 3: Body Paragraphs

	· Sentence 1: Topic Sentence: Re-state the essay question for the first person.

· Sentence 2: Supporting/Concrete Detail 1: Introduce with a transition word. Provide background information followed by a specific quotation (and page #) which answers the thesis statement

· Sentence 3: Commentary 1: Comment on the detail. Tell the reader what you think without saying “I think,” “I feel,” or “In my opinion.” Consider “If…then” statements or use the word “because.”
· Sentence 4: Supporting/Concrete Detail 2: Second piece of textual evidence

· Sentence 5: Commentary 2: Second explanation of the textual evidence

· Sentence 6: Concluding Sentence: Re-phrase the topic sentence. Do not include any new information!

*Remember, if your body paragraphs exceed (are more than) six sentences, the only additional sentences should be in the form of commentary.



	Paragraph 4: Conclusion

	· See Introduction! Look back to the introduction and re-phrase, not copy, it.

· Do NOT begin with “In conclusion,” “Overall,” “All in all,” or “As you can see.”

· Be sure to include F.A.T. and the thesis statement (who or what you are writing about and what you are trying to prove).

· Do NOT include any new information!




NEVER USE I, me, my, or you!
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