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Paragraph Format Reminders

Topic Sentence: 

· Indent the first line. (If you’re typing, use TAB.)
· Use the paragraph question to write it. 
· The topic sentence is a statement, never a question.
· It the purpose for your writing: who or what you are talking about and what you are trying to prove.
· Plus F.A.T.: format (i.e. play, short story, novel, or poem), author, and title.
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DO NOT BEGIN WITH: “In this paragraph I will prove…”




      


...I will show you…”







…I will explain…”
Supporting Details:

· Start with a transition word followed by a comma.

(examples: First, Next, Then, In addition, Lastly, Finally)

· They are often called concrete details.
· Details are specific events or things that people said/did in the text.
*The more specific the detail, the easier it is to write commentary.
· Paraphrase, use your own words and explanation of events in the text, WITH OR IN ADDITION TO the QUOTATION.
Commentary:
· Explain why the detail proves your point or answers the paragraph question.
· It does NOT introduce any new information.
DO NOT BEGIN WITH:  “I think,” “I feel,” or “In my opinion.” 

Concluding Sentence:

· The last sentence in the paragraph which wraps up the paragraph.
· Re-state the topic sentence.
· Start with the character’s name
Do NOT BEGIN the concluding sentence with the following phrases:
In conclusion…

            To sum up…                    As you can see…



         As I wrote before…            As stated in this paragraph…             All in all…
    

       This paragraph described…       For all of the reasons…          All of these examples prove…

Extra: NEVER USE I, ME, MY, YOU, and YOUR! I think or I feel

 Be mindful of margins. No spaghetti margins!

   
 Be mindful of your handwriting!


 Check grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read your sentences aloud!
Make a checklist! Your paragraph is not complete until all sentences are accounted for!

· TS

· SD 1

· C1

· SD 2

· C2

· CS

