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· It helps the reader transition, or move, smoothly between body paragraphs or between one paragraph to another. 

· A transition sentence is especially important in a contrasting essay or when writing about different ideas/characters.
· The transition sentence is most commonly used as the first sentence in every new body paragraph. It takes the place of the topic sentence. It IS the topic sentence of any new body paragraph.
	Comparative Essay


	When writing a comparative essay, the goal is to prove how the characters/topics are similar. Recognize the similarities between the last idea or topic with words such as like, similarly, or another.


	Examples:

· Like Bobby, another character who experienced a challenge was Joe. 
· Another character who experienced a challenge was Bobby.

· Phoebe’s life experiences were similar to Sal’s. 


	Contrasting Essay


	When writing an essay with contrasting ideas, the goal is to prove how the topics or characters are dissimilar. Recognize the difference between the last idea or topic with words such as unlike or although.


	Examples:

· Unlike Bobby who is kind, Jimmy is cruel.

· Although John is kind, Jimmy is cruel.

· Sal’s life experiences were very different from Phoebe’s.
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