Name __________________________________________________


  Date _________

RuLEs FOr CaPItAlIzaTioN
When you fail to capitalize some words and not others, meaning is lost. 

	Names of people


	What gets a

capital

letter?
	Names of places



	Names of pets
	
	Names of holidays



	Days of the week
	
	Months of the year



	At the beginning of a sentence
	
	The word “I”




As a RULE, Capitalize all of the following:
· The first word of every sentence
Can you help me?

We love school!
· The pronoun “I”
I love reading. I’m hungry. I’d love to go with you!

· Proper Nouns and Adjectives
The names of specific people, places, or organizations

Specific People: Mary, Joe 
    Places: Bellmore, Colorado, Mexico, England

    Organizations: General Motors, American Red Cross
Common nouns used as essential parts of proper nouns




street, park, ocean




Main Street, Newbridge Park, Atlantic Ocean

Adjectives made from people, places, and organizations

I like Mexican food.

I finished my English homework.
· Words used as names or parts of names

I will visit with my aunt and uncle. Aunt Jillian and Uncle Paul…
· Political, social, or athletic organizations



Republican, Boys and Girls Club of America

· Historical events or documents

Declaration of Independence, American Revolution, 

Boston Tea Party

· Names of languages, races (except black and white), nationalities, and religions

Italian, Spanish, Japanese, Judaism, Jewish, Catholic

· Titles of subjects in school related to languages

English, Spanish, French

· Breeds of animals associated with countries or languages (proper nouns)

German shepherd, Labrador retriever

· Days of the week, months, and holidays

Friday, June, or Thanksgiving

Tuesday, September 21st 


*Never capitalize seasons!

· Brands

American Eagle, Nike, Gatorade
· Initials

J.K. Rowling wrote Harry Potter.

M.E. Kerr wrote Gentlehands.

· Directions, when they are used to designate an actual place or region of the country
I’d love to visit the Southwest.

We live in the Northeast. 

· Official title of a person
Mister Mollica, Doctor Jones, Professor Walsh 

· Important words in titles of books, magazines, story, essays or poems. Always capitalize the first and last word no matter what it is.

1. Except articles (a, an) and connecting words of fewer than five letters (and, the, in, with, etc.) in the middle of the title. 

Harriet Tubman and the Road to Freedom

The Grapes of Wrath

Of Mice and Men

· Acronyms

G.A.M.S.- Grand Avenue Middle School

   
C.A.R.E.S.- Compassion, Accountability Respect Equity Strength
**Watch the Brainpop on “Capitalization” for more help!**

