Name _____________________________



Date ______
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Commas are used…
· to indicate a pause or change in thought

· to keep words or ideas from running together, making writing easier to read

· between words, phrases, or clauses in a series (a series contains at least THREE items)


Ex. I’m tired, hungry, and cranky. (3 items)
· Spanish, French, and Italian are the    

         languages most often taught in schools today.    

         (3 items)

· For breakfast this morning, I had eggs, bacon, 
toast, and orange juice. (four items)
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WHAT?! 


· with coordinate conjunctions (FANBOYS) to separate main clauses within a sentence. The comma is BEFORE the conjunction!
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Ex. Sally teaches school, and she volunteers at the 

       local hospital.
· I do not do the dishes, nor do I take out the 


       trash.
· to separate elements that introduce and modify sentences.


Ex. After looking at several cars, Michael decided    

      on a sports car.

· Mr. Stamm, what’s a quadratic equation?

· with dates, addresses, and numbers

Ex. On December 7, 1941, Japanese war planes 

        bombed Pearl Harbor.
· On Wednesday, April 3, 2015, Bob won $500.   
· with quotations


Ex. Ms. Walsh said, “Push in your seats.”

· “Push in your seats,” said Ms. Walsh.

· Allyson asked, “Can I please have a piece of 
       gum?”

· “Can I please have a piece of gum?” Allyson 

      asked.
· to separate adjectives


Ex. The tall, green tree…

· The smart, funny, athletic boy…

Rules for Commas








Never put a comma between two adjectives and a conjunction when listing two.


Ex.  I love apples, and bananas.


Wrong! �  �





The comma before the conjunction (FANBOYS) is called an Oxford Comma, and it is optional.





Sentence, (FANBOYS) sentence.








“After” is an example of a subordinating conjunction. When a sentence begins with a subordinating conjunction, a comma will be needed.





“Time to eat Grandma!”


�


�





People get hurt when you don’t use commas.


“Time to eat, Grandma!”














*Notice the punctuation is INSIDE the quotation marks.*





Never put a comma between the last adjective and the noun it is describing.





Ex.	entertaining, play





Wrong!
































