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Date _____

Mood and Tone

	Mood
	Tone

	The overall feeling in a literary work. The emotional effect that the text creates for the audience or reader. The atmosphere or state of mind.

*Look at the setting and events of a story to determine the mood.
	The author’s or narrator’s attitude toward the work (or subject). The author’s word choice, manner, writing style, expression in the writing. 

*Look at the vocabulary (word choice), diction (style of speaking) and syntax (the way words are used together).
*Look at the punctuation ( . or ! )

	Positive Words

Negative Words

· amusing

· calm/relaxed

· curious
· empowered

· exhilarating

· confident

· hopeful

· joyous

· light-hearted

· loving

· optimistic

· peaceful

· relieved

· romantic

· warm

· absurd

· aggravating

· annoyed

· anxious

· confused

· dark

· depressing

· gloomy
· morose

· mysterious

· nightmarish

· pessimistic

· scary
· silly

· suspenseful

· violent

	Positive Words

Neutral Words

Negative Words
· compassionate

· excited

· happy

· joyful

· matter-of-fact

· nostalgic

· optimistic
· respectful

· romantic

· serene

· silly

· tranquil
· indifferent

· commanding

· direct
· ironic
· questioning

· serious
· zealous
· angry                              

· bitter                       
· bossy                       
· cold                          
· confused

· demanding 
· diabolic /violent
· disrespectful
· exhausted

· frustrated
· nervous

· selfish
· sarcastic
· somber
· tense

· unfriendly / upset



Practice

1. The setting is described as “a bright, sunny, warm day. The jingle of the ice cream truck could be heard in the distance.” What mood would most likely apply to this setting? Why?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Based on the excerpt, “Bursting through the door, the mother screamed uncontrollably at the innocent teacher who gave her daughter a 50,” what tone would the author be establishing? How do you know?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Based on the excerpt, “The mother wrapped the warm blanket around her baby and cradled it close. She tiptoed out quietly so as not to wake the sleeping child,” what mood is being created? How do you know?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

