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Important Poetic Devices to Know

	Figurative Language
	Any language that goes beyond the meaning of words in order to furnish new effects or fresh insights into an idea or a subject. The most common figures of speech are similes and metaphors.

	Stanza
	The grouping of lines in a poem, like a paragraph in an essay.

	Couplet
	A stanza of only two lines which usually rhyme.

	Speaker
	The “voice” of a poem, like a narrator in literature; not to be confused with the poet him/herself.

	Imagery
	Details that appeal to specific senses (sight, sound, taste, touch, and smell) and creates a picture.

Example: It was a dark and stormy night. The cry of a wolf could be heard in the distance.

	Rhyme Scheme
	When the last word in a line of a poem rhymes with another last word in a line in a set pattern. This creates rhythm. 
Example:  The house was cold A 

                  The man felt old A 

                  He hid in bed B

                  But never wished to be dead! B


	Repetition
	A word, phrase, line, or structure that is repeated throughout the poem and makes a pattern. This is also known as refrain.

	Simile
	A comparison of two unlike things using the words “like” or “as.”

Example: The sand beneath my feet was as soft as cotton.

                 Her hair was as dark as the night sky.
                 Your love is like an ocean.

                 She floated in like a cloud.

*What two things are being compared? *What is the effect of the simile?

	Metaphor
	A comparison of two unlike things without using “like” or “as.”

Example: My room is an oasis.

                 She is a rose.

                 My life is a roller coaster.
                 You are the sunshine of my life.

*What two things are being compared? *What is the effect of the metaphor?

	Alliteration


	The repetition of consonant sounds, within close proximity or consecutive words, occurring at the beginning of words or within the same line. *Like a tongue twister

Example: Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

                 The sea soared with winter waves.

                  Safe and sound

                  Do or die

Note: Some words have silent letters before them, and therefore have a different sound (knight, whose, psychology).

Some words start with the same letter, but have different sounds (cake, chief).

Some words have the same sound, but are spelled differently (fox, phone).

	Assonance
	The repetition of vowel sounds, but not the consonants that follow them.

Example: The cat sat on a mat. *In this example we hear the “a” sound.

	Personification
	When human characteristics (thoughts, actions, ideas, emotions) are given to non-human things. 
Example: The sun smiled over the ocean. The wind sang through the trees. The flowers were dancing in the breeze. Her stomach growled.

	Anthropomorphism
	When animals or inanimate objects are portrayed in a story as people by walking, talking, or given facial features. 

	Onomatopoeia
	Sound words; words whose sounds imitate or suggest their meaning. They are “noise-makers.”

Example: fizz, hum, meow, splat, swish

	Hyperbole
	A description with extreme exaggeration to convey a positive or negative attribute.

Example: My backpack weighed a thousand pounds.
                  He was taller than a building.

                   I had to wait an eternity.
                  She was the greatest human being ever to walk the earth.

	Mood
	The overall feeling or emotional effect in a literary work. It creates an emotion in the reader.

	Tone
	The author’s attitude toward the subject. This is shown through the style, manner or expression in writing.

	Symbol
	Something that stands for or represents something complex, general, or abstract.

Example: A heart symbolizes love. A dove symbolizes peace. The Statue of Liberty symbolizes democracy and freedom.

	Allusion
	A reference to a specific person, place, or thing.

Example: She is as pretty as the Mona Lisa.
                  It was as blue as the Mediterranean Sea.

                  She could play like Alex Morgan.

	Irony
	Situational Irony: When the opposite of what’s expected occurs. 

Verbal Irony: An expression in which the speaker/author says one thing but means just the opposite.

	Cliché
	A word or phrase that has become very familiar

Example: No pain, no gain

	Idiom
	A phrase that doesn’t have the same meaning as what it says

Example: He spilled the beans

	Oxymoron
	A figure of speech in which two terms appear to contradict each other.

Examples: Deafening silence. Jumbo shrimp. Seriously funny.


