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 Date ______
Run-on Sentences NOTES
Run-on sentences occur when two simple sentences are joined without punctuation or a connecting word.

There are three ways to fix a run-on:

1. Create two simple sentences with a period and capital letter

2. Replace the comma with a semicolon ( ; )

· Do not capitalize the word following a semicolon unless it is a proper noun or the pronoun “I”

· These two sentences are close in content or show a relationship to the reader. The sentences are linked.
· The second sentence may comment on the first sentence.

	Sentence ; sentence .


3. Add a comma BEFORE the coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS).
· This is called a compound sentence.

· A comma splice is a run-on with a comma and NO conjunction; this is also wrong.

	               Sentence , (FANBOYS) sentence .


Choose the Appropriate Conjunction
	For
	Introduces reason for preceding information

	And
	Shows an idea, result of another, sequential order

	Nor
	Used with “not” or “neither”

· He is neither a man nor an animal.

	But
	Shows contrast, meaning “on the contrary” or “with the exception of”

	Or
	Only one possibility; alternative

	Yet
	Meaning “nevertheless” or “but”

	So
	Meaning “therefore”


	Run-on 1

· He listened to his iPod on the long ride home he almost fell asleep twice.


	Strategy 1

· He listened to his iPod on the long ride home. He almost fell asleep twice.



	Run-on 2

· I went to bed early I was tired.

· Haley told a joke it was hysterical.
· Jim types well he makes few mistakes.
	Strategy 2

· I went to bed early; I was tired.

· Haley told a joke; it was hysterical.
· Jim types well; he makes few mistakes.
· 

	Run-on 3

· I would like to visit my friend in Buffalo the plane tickets are very expensive.
	Strategy 3

· I would like to visit my friend in Buffalo, but the plane tickets are very expensive.



